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What is Title I?
Folkston Elementary is identified as a Title
school as part of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA). Title
I'is designed to support State and local school
reform efforts tied to challenging State
academic standards in order to reinforce and
enhance efforts to improve teaching and
learning for students. Title I programs must be
based on effective means of improving
student achievement and include strategies to
support parental involvement. All Title I
schools must jointly develop with all parents a
written parental involvement policy.

School Plan for Shared Student Achievement
What is it? This is a plan that describes how Folkston Elementary will provide opportunities
to improve parent engagement to support student learning. Folkston Elementary values the
contributions and involvement of parents in order to establish an equal partnership for the
common goal of improving student achievement. This plan describes the different ways that
Folkston Elementary will support parent engagement and how parents can help plan and
participate in activities and events to promote student learning at school and at home.

How is it developed? Folkston Elementary School welcomes parent input and comments at
any time regarding the plan. All parent feedback will be used to revise the plan for next
year. The plan is posted on our school website for parents to view. Ongoing efforts will be
made to solicit input from parents and community members throughout the year. We also
distribute an annual survey at the end of the year to ask parents for their suggestions on the
plan and the use of funds for parent involvement. Parents can also give feedback during any
of our Family Fun Nights through evaluations.

Who is it for? All students participating in the Title I, Part A program, and their families, are
encouraged and invited to fully participate in the opportunities described in this plan.
Folkston Elementary will provide full opportunity for the participation of parents with limited
English, parents with disabilities and parents of migratory children.

Where is it available? All students receive a copy of this policy with their first report card.
Parents can also retrieve a copy of the plan in the Parent Resource Center. It is also available
at Charlton County Board of Education.

Parent Involvement Standards

Folkston Elementary engages parents, students, and the community. These standards are —
1. Parenting 4. Volunteering
2. Communicating Effectively 5. School Decision Making

3. Supporting Student Learning 6. Collaborating with Community



http://www.charlton.k12.ga.us/

2013-14 District Goals

2013-14 School Goals
By 2015, our students will make a 20% gain in
math and reading; 75% of students will be at
grade level in reading and 80% will be at
grade level in math. The focus for reading is -
K-1: Beginning sounds and sight words
K-4: Vocabulary development
Our math focus is:
K-6: Place value and estimation

Let's Get Together!
Folkston Elementary will host the following events to build the capacity for strong parental
involvement to support a partnership among the school, parents, and the community to improve
student academic achievement.
Open House — August 7, 2013
v" Meet your child's teacher and our friendly and helpful school staff for the year
Annual Title I Meeting — September 3, 2013 6;00 pm
v" We invite you to an evening of learning and sharing about our Title I program including our

!

parent involvement policy, the schoolwide plan, the school-parent compacts and the parents
requirements. Invitations will be mailed and posted in the school newsletter and local media.
GrandFRIEND’S Day — September 6, 2013, 8:20- am-2:40 pm-—
v" Grandparents & Friends participate in various activities regarding Academic Activities,

Physical Education & Music.
Curriculum Chat — September 19, 2013 8:30am
v" Learn how to help with homework and reading strategies
Grade Level Meetings — October 3, 2013 3:30-4:30 pm

School-Parent Compacts
As part of this plan, Folkston Elementary and
our families will develop a school-parent
compact, which is an agreement that parents,
teachers, and students will develop together
that explains how parents and teachers will
work together to make sure all our students
reach grade-level standards. The compacts
will be reviewed and updated annually based
on feedback from parents, students and
teachers. The school-parent compacts are
kept with each child’s teacher if parents need
a copy.

v" Sample a little bite from the different areas of your child’s academics
Parent-Teacher and Student Conferences — Sept. 12, 2013, Nov. 14, 2013, April 24, 2014
v" Scheduled updates on your child’s progress

Family Fun Night — Movie Night November — Date/Time TBA

Chocolate Family Night - January Date/Time TBA

v Gain knowledge about topics relevant to your child’s education focusing on

English/Language Arts
Make & Take Workshop — February 11, 2014 11:00-12:00 pm
v Connect with the school to create resources for your child’s success
Community Cares Family Fun Night — March 2014, Date/Time TBA
v Family Night to be held in the community

***QOther Parent Involvement Activities will occur throughout the year***




Parental Involvement
Folkston Elementary believes that parent
involvement means the participation of
parents in regular two-way, and meaningful
communication involving student academic
learning and other school activities, including
ensuring —

e That parents play an integral role in
assisting their child’s learning;

e That parents are encouraged to be actively
involved in their child’s education at
school;

e That parents are full partners in their
child’s education and are included, as
appropriate, in decision-making and on
advisory committees to assist in the
education of their child;

e The carrying out of other activities as
described in this plan.

Folkston Elementary is committed to helping
our parents attend the parental activities listed
in this plan. Childcare is provided at most
activities. Please call or email us if you need
more assistance in order to participate in our
programs.

mwalker@charlton.k12.ga.us (912)496-7369

Folkston Elementary is Branching Out!

Folkston Elementary will take the following measures to promote and support parents as an

important foundation of the school in order to strengthen the school and reach our school

goals. We will —

v Ensure that all information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other
activities is published to include all students, not excluding those who are limited English
proficient, disabled, migratory, homeless, economically disadvantaged or those in need
of additional academic assistance and posted on the school website and included in the
monthly school newsletter for all parents.

v" Conduct staff development each quarter on parent involvement practices and effective
strategies for staff to communicate and build partnerships with parents.

v Partner with private and federally funded Pre-Kindergarten children, the local middle and
high school to share school information about parent engagement activities that will help
prepare parents and their child for kindergarten and improve school transition.

v Share information in the school newsletter for parents to understand the school’s
academic standards and assessments as well as the ways parents can monitor their
child’s progress and work with educators.

v' Communicate with all families and the community on a regular basis regarding
schoolwide events and activities, such as phone messages, social media, and flyers.

v" Work with our parents to develop relevant trainings and helpful presentations to educate
our staff on the importance of parental involvement.

v Provide necessary materials for parents at conferences, meetings, and activities to help
parents work with their child to improve their child’s achievement.

v Collaborate with community leaders and business groups to increase participation and
awareness of the school parental involvement plan and activities.

v Offer parent classes to help further enhance their child’s various education backgrounds.

v’ Listen and respond to parents’ requests for additional support for parental involvement
activities.
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